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Installing





Run the winstall programme from the vcdtk20 folder of the CD. Select the full install and the drive and folder where you wish to install.





For full details of how to use it, use the comprehensive help from the Help menu.








Quickstart





Learning how to use VideoCD2.0 Toolkit can be time intensive using the help guide, for simple VideoCDs here are two quickstart tutorials:





Single menu VideoCD with ? single play video clips





   Start VideoCD2.0 Toolkit and maximize its window by clicking the gadget to the left of the 'X' close gadget in the top right of the titlebar. Click the 'new' icon at the top left and name a new project (this name will be used for the CD name). Now click the Menu editor, Event Editor, Menu List, Event List and 'Assets' buttons and arrange the windows so you can see everything (you will need a resolution of 1024*768 or higher to do this well).


   In the assets window, click the 'Add' button and add your mpeg files and a picture file you have made (eg: 24bit BMP file size 704*576) for your menu. This BMP file should have the buttons for the clips drawn on it, and each one should be numbered, from 1 to how many clips you have. This is because options are selected by pressing the number buttons on most VideoCD or DVD systems.


   In the event editor, rename the Event ID 'Event1' and drag and drop the first mpeg clip from the assets onto the box below the event ID. Click 'create' and the new event should appear in the events list. Rename Event1 to Event2, drag the second clip to the box under it and create that. Repeat for all additional mpeg clips.


   Rename the Menu ID in the Menu Editor 'MainMenu'. Drag and drop the BMP file from the assets box to the box I have labelled 'Still picture asset' on the attached diagram, it should appear in the preview box. Now, move the mouse to the topleft of the first button on the picture, click and hold the left button and move to the bottom right of the area you want as a button and release. Drag Event1 from the events list to the box you have just drawn and release, it should appear just under the 'timeout' box. Draw the 2nd box and drop Event2 onto it. Repeat for remaining clips. Click the 'Create' button in the Menu Editor. Drag MainMenu from the menu list to the area I have labelled 'First action' in the Volume Entry area.


   Click 'build' and then 'set build folder' it is best to create a new, empty folder with Windows on a drive or partition that has at least twice as much space available than is needed (eg: for a full CD 1500Mb free). Don't use folder names with spaces or more than 8 letters. Now click analysis, if all goes well, close that box and then click cancel in the build box. Save the project NOW. Click build again, then the build button below analysis and the VideoCD image will be created.


The image is now ready to be written.


Continuous loop VideoCD





   Start VideoCD2.0 Toolkit and maximize its window by clicking the gadget to the left of the 'X' close gadget in the top right of the titlebar. Click the 'new' icon at the top left and name a new project (this name will be used for the CD name). Now click the Event Editor, Sequences Editor, Event List, Sequences List and 'Assets' buttons and arrange the windows so you can see everything (you will need a resolution of 1024*768 or higher to do this well).


   In the assets window, click the 'Add' button and add your mpeg file(s).


   In the event editor, rename the Event ID 'Event1' and drag and drop the first mpeg clip from the assets onto the box below the event ID. Click 'create' and the new event should appear in the events list. Rename Event1 to Event2, drag the second clip to the box under it and create that. Repeat for all additional mpeg clips.


   In the sequence editor rename the sequence ID 'Loop' and drag the event(s) you made, in order, from the events list to the event list box in the sequence editor. Click create in the sequence editor, now drag 'Loop' from the Sequences list to the [P] (Previous), [N] (Next) and [R] (Return) boxes in the sequence editor. Click the change button in the sequence editor. Now drag Loop from the sequences list to the 'First action' box.


   Analyse, save and build the CD as per the first example.





Writing VideoCD images to CD





   VideoCDToolkit2.0 makes two files, one ends in .toc, the other in .cd. Because most CD software doesn't know these formats, you need to use a utility called splitter, or TOCSplit. See the docs for each of these.





Other Information





   VideoCDToolkit2.0 is very strict about the format of your mpeg files, if you have problems please email support. Try not to use long file or folder names (longer than 8 charcters) or strange characters like $ or + as this may not work.


   Use the larger res pictures (704*576 or 704*480) as these are displayed at that res on most DVD players.


   If VCD2TK won't accept your mpegs, demux them and mux them with VCDMux (can be found in the same folder as toolkit). Ignore 'read past end of file' errors.








